Vercmgetorix                        3
tern of signals had been quietly arranged T massacre at Gien was known in a few houis in t South, and the Auvergne country, which had hithei been entnely peaceful, rose in reply, under a you high-born chief named Vercmgetons. Geigov the principal town of the Arverni, was for the n ment undecided1 The elder men time, who h known the Romans long, were against immediate j tion, but Veruingetonx earned the people away wi him His name had not appeared in the earlier ca paigns, but his father had been a man of note beyo the boundaries of Auvergne, and he must hints' have had a wide reputation among the Gauls, i everywhere, fiom the Seme to the Garonne, he w accepted as chief of the national confederacy Vt cingetonx had high ability and leal oiganizmg po ers He laid out a plan for the general campaig He fixed a contingent of men and aims which ea tribe was to supply, and failure brought mstantai ous punishment. Mild offences weie visited with t loss of eyes or ears, neglect of a more serious sc with death by fire in the wicker tower Betwe enthusiasm and teiroi he had soon an aimy at 1 command, which he could mciease indefinitely at I need Part he left to watch the Roman provin and pi event Caesai, if he should amve, from passu through With part he went himself to watch tl JEdui, the great central race, where Roman authon had hitherto prevailed unshaken, but among whoi as he well knew, he had the mass of the people < his side The JEdui weie hesitating They call< then? levies undei arms, as if to oppose him, but th< withdrew them again, and to waver at such a m ment was to yield to the sfaeam
i Four oulea from Clermont, on the Alber, in the Puy-de-D6me